THE PROCESS OF AVATARHOOD

Prakrid, Maya, by which he has been put forth into
manifestation out of God's eternal being; she has
minted him like a coin out of the precious metal of the
divine substance, but overlaid with a strong coating of
the alloy of her phenomenal qualities, stamped with
her own stamp and mark of animal humanity, and
although the secret sign of the Godhead is there, it is
at first indistinguishable and always with difficulty
decipherable, not to be really discovered except by that
initiation into the mystery of our own being which
distinguishes a Godward from an earthward humanity.
In the Avatar, the divinely-born Man, the real substance
shines through the coating; the mark of the seal is
there only for form, the vision is that of the secret
Godhead, the powder of the life is that of the secret
Godhead, and it breaks through the seals of the
assumed human nature; the sign of the Godhead, an
inner soul-sign, not outward, not physical, stands out
legible for all to read who care to see or who can see;

for the Asuric nature is always blind to these things, it
sees the body and not the soul, the external being and
not the internal, the mask and not the Person. In the
ordinary human birth the Nature-aspect of the uni-
versal Divine assuming humanity prevails; in the incar-
nation the God-aspect of the same phenomenon takes
its place. In the one he allows the human nature to
take possession of his partial being and to dominate it;

in the other he takes possession of his partial type of
being and its nature and divinely dominates it. Not
by evolution or ascent like the ordinary man, the Gita
seems to tell us, not by a growing into the divine birth.
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